DOC#  A  o#  5* 


THE  SUNDAY  LIQUOR  TRAEFIC. 
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The  records  of  our  Criminal  Courts  reveal  the  humiliating  fact 
that  our  day  of  weekly  rest  is  sadly  perverted  and  abused.  The 
period  divinely  allotted  for  the  renovation  of  the  vital  powers  after 
six  days  of  toil,  and  for  needful  attention  to  sacred  interests  after  the 
engrossment  of  the  week  in  secular  duties,  is  shamefully  employed  for 
purposes  of  dissipation  and  wickedness.  The  home  day — “the  poor 
man’s  day” — intended  by  its  beneficent  Author  as  the  season  for  the 
cultivation  of  all  kindly  Christian  virtues,  and  the  strengthening  of 
every  manly  principle,  is  made  the  occasion  of  temptation,  strife,  and 
misery  to  numberless  families,  and  of  drunkenness  and  crime  to  very 
many  of  the  sons  of  toil.  The  blessings  and  restraints  of  the  Lord’s 
Day  yield  to  the  seductions  of  the  dram-shop.  In  defiance  of  public 
sentiment,  and  of  the  public  authorities — without  right  or  reason  or 
law — the  Sunday  Liquor  Traffic  is  persisted  in  with  heartless  rapa¬ 
city.  It  is  the  object  of  this  paper  to  inquire  into  the  nature  and 
extent  of  this  evil,  and  to  urge  the  prompt  application  of  some  ade¬ 
quate  remedy. 

The  Temperance  question,  as  such,  and  the  grave  topics  of  morals, 
and  of  political  economy,  connected  with  the  subject  of  excise,  are 
foreign  from  the  purposes  of  this  document.  It  is  in  its  relations  to 
the  desecration  of  the  Christian  Sabbath  that  we  now  have  to  do  with 
the  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors  :  believing  that  how  disastrous  soever 
that  traffic  may  be  to  human  interests,  temporal  and  eternal,  its  evils 
are  immeasurably  increased  when  associated  with  the  profanation  of 
sacred  time ;  and  that  whatever  views  may  be  entertained  of  the 
morality  and  expediency  of  the  traffic  itself,  there  can  be  no  vindica¬ 
tion  of  its  claim  to  a  practical  monopoly  of  trade  on  the  day  when 
legitimate  business  is  generally  suspended,  in  obedience  to  a  natural 
law  and  to  the  laws  of  God  and  man. 
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EXTENT  AND  ACCESSORIES  OF  THE  TRAFFIC. 


EXTENT  AND  ACCESSORIES  OP  THE  TRAFFIC. 

It  appears,  from  the  official  returns  of  the  Police  Department,  that 
the  whole  number  of  dram-shops,  lager-beer  saloons,  and  places  for 
the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  in  this  city,  is  seven  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine;  and  they  are  rapidly  increas 
ing.  Only  seventy -two — or  1  in  100 — are  licensed  !  Estimating  the 
whole  number  of  families  at  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand,  this 
would  give  one  dram-shop  for  each  fifteen  and  a  half  families  ;  while 
in  some  wards  the  ratio  can  not  be  less  than  one  for  each  eight  or  ten 
families. 

It  is  stated  on  the  highest  official  authority,  that  at  least  two  thirds 
of  these  drinking-places — or  five  thousand  one  hundred  and 
eighty-six,  of  the  nearly  eight  thousand — carry  on  their  traffic 
on  Sunday :  and  that  they  are  almost  invariably  kept  by  aliens 
or  naturalized  citizens. 

If  we  estimate  the  average  number  of  proprietors  and  attendants, 
who  are  deprived  of  their  day  of  rest  to  pander  to  the  debased  appe¬ 
tites  of  their  customers,  at  two  for  each  dram-shop  and  saloon,  (some 
of  the  larger  employ  a  score  or  more,)  it  will  make  at  least  ten  thou¬ 
sand  persons  who  are  robbed  of  a  precious  right  every  recurring  Sab¬ 
bath.  It  is  believed  that  the  low  average  of  twenty  visitors  to  each 
of  these  Sunday  dram-shops  and  saloons — some  of  which  count  their 
customers  by  thousands — would  be  quite  safe  :  but  this  would  give 
more  than  one  hundred  thousand  patrons  of  a  demoralizing 
business.  And  if  we  take  $5  as  the  average  amount  expended  at 
each  shop,  (in  many  cases  it  is  known  to  be  hundreds,)  it  would  give 
an  aggregate  of  $25,930  wasted  every  Sunday,  chiefly  by  the  poor 
and  laboring  classes,  for  the  means  of  intoxication  and  ruin ;  or  a 
total  of  $1,348,360  for  the  Sundays  of  the  year  !  The  statement  in 
one  of  our  daily  journals,  (  The  Evening  Post,)  on  the  authority  of  the 
proprietor  of  a  lager-beer  theater,  that  not  less  than  fifty  thousand 
glasses  of  beer  had  been  sold  at  his  establishment,  (amounting,  at 
5  cents  a  glass,  to  $2500)  on  a  single  Sabbath ,  (Dec.  26,  1858,) 
though  probably  an  exaggeration,  would  serve  to  show  that  the  above 
estimates  are  far  within  the  truth. 

But  there  are  accessories  to  the  Sunday  Liquor  Traffic,  only  less  in* 
jurious  and  offensive  than  its  direct  evils.  It  seems  to  gather  around 
it  whatever  is  seductive  and  demoralizing.  Without  ocular  demon¬ 
stration,  it  would  be  difficult  to  credit  the  facts  as  to  the  variety  and 
extent  of  the  temptations  to  vice  provided  in  the  saloons,  halls,  and 
theaters,  open  and  thronged  every  Sabbath  of  the  year,  in  the  very 
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heart  of  our  city.  “The  Bowery”  abounds  with  them,  and  they  are 
springing  up  with  fearful  rapidity  in  all  parts  of  the  city  where  our 
immigrant  population  have  planted  themselves.  All  of  the  larger 
establishments  have  bands  of  music,  which  are  a  nuisance  to  the 
neighborhood  ;  and  most  of  them  have  theatrical  performances,  sing¬ 
ing  and  dancing,  both  in  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  the  Lord’s  Day. 
Hundreds  of  people,  of  both  sexes,  and  of  all  ages,  crowd  around 
narrow  tables,  on  which  liquors  are  served  to  all:  and  remain  for 
hours  drinking,  smoking,  and  perhaps  gambling — while  low  comedies, 
or  vulgar  plays,  are  acted.  More  than  one  thousand  persons  were 
counted  in  each  of  four  such  places  on  a  single  Sunday  night.  In  one 
of  them,  there  were  several  billiard-tables  ;  a  shooting  gallery ;  and  an 
exhibition  of  pictures  for  pay  :  and  besides  these  diversions,  added  to 
comedy  and  tragedy,  there  were  four  raffling-places  where  “  every 
throw  wins  a  roulette-table,  and  other  modes  of  gambling,  in  full 
operation  under  the  same  roof,  at  the  same  time — and  that  the  time 
claimed  for  Himself  by  the  “  Lord  of  the  Sabbath  !”  A  fearful  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  frequenters  of  such  places  are  mere  lads — of  the  age  and 
character  figuring  so  sadly  on  the  records  of  our  Police  Courts. 

Thus  the  Sunday  sports  of  the  worst  cities  of  the  continent  ot 
Europe  are  imported  and  foisted  on  our  land,  and  with  them  the  worst 
morals  of  the  worst  classes  of  the  worst  countries  of  the  old  world. 
The  restraining,  elevating  influences  of  the  home,  the  sanctuary,  and 
the  Sabbath — without  which  character  must  lack  the  healthful  moral 
tone  necessary  to  self-government — are  all  wanting ;  and  the  baser 
passions  are  left  to  uncontrolled  sway.  As  a  result — with  the  lack  of 
the  elements  of  self-government,  and  of  the  rigid  exercise  of  govern¬ 
mental  authority  to  which  they  have  been  accustomed — we  have 
growing  up  in  the  midst  of  us  a  vast  population,  impatient  of  the  re¬ 
straints  of  law ;  berating  and  undermining  the  institutions  that  give 
them  shelter ;  and  ready  for  anarchy  or  rebellion,  when  their  imagin¬ 
ary  rights  are  questioned,  or  their  “  liberty  ”  —  to  do  wrong  —  is 
abridged. 

THIS  TRAFFIC  ILLEGAL. 

The  spirit  of  our  laws  is  accordant  with  that  of  the  laws  of  Heaven, 
in  this  regard,  that  it  discourages  and  prohibits  all  ordinary  traffic  and 
servile  labor  on  the  Sabbath.  It  looks  towrard  the  securing  of  a 
universal  and  inalienable  right  by  a  universal  restriction.  It  restrains 
the  rapacity  of  employers  by  rendering  contracts  for  Sunday  labor  or 
Sunday  traffic  null  and  void,  with  the  same  humane  intent  with  which 
it  provides  that  ten  hours  shall  be  the  legal  limit  of  a  day  of  toil. 
And  so  far  from  exempting  the  trade  in  liquors  from  the  general  pro- 
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hibition,  our  statutes  are  explicit  in  their  hostility  to  that  most  need 
less  and  injurious  of  all  the  forms  of  Sunday  profanation. 

By  §  21,  chapter  628,  of  the  Laws  of  1857,  the  sale  or  gift  of  “  any 
intoxicating  liquors  or  wines  on  Sunday,  by  any  inn,  tavern,  or  hotel- 
keeper,  or  person  licensed  to  sell  liquors,”  is  made  11  a  misdemeanor,” 
with  the  penalty  of  imprisonment  not  more  than  twenty  days. 

By  the  laws  of  1857,  chapter  569,  §  21,  it  is  enacted  that,  “  It  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  publicly  keep  or  dispose  of  any  intoxi¬ 
cating  liquors  upon  the  first  day  of  the  week,  called  Sunday,  or  upon 
any  day  of  public  election,  under  a  penalty  of  fifty  dollars  for  each 
offense,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  by  the  District  Attorney,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Police  Contingent  Fund  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Board  of  Police  to  strictly  enforce  the  provisions  of  this  section,  by 
its  proper  orders.” 

By  an  ordinance  of  the  Common  Council,  passed  in  1855,  the  sale 
of  intoxicating  drinks  “  without  being  licensed  according  to  law,  or 
being  so  licensed,  the  traffic  in  the  same,  on  the  first  day  of  the  week, 
called  Sunday,”  is  declared  to  be  a  misdemeanor,  punishable  by  fine 
or  imprisonment  for  each  offense. 

It  is  not  seen  how  there  could  be  greater  explicitness  in  intention  or 
terms  than  is  found  in  these  laws  and  ordinances.  And  the  Act  defin¬ 
ing  the  duties  of  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Police,  among  other  re¬ 
quirements,  such  as  “  to  preserve  the  public  peace  ;  to  prevent  crime 
and  arrest  offenders;  to  guard  the  public  health,”  etc.,  specifically 
charges  that  Board  “  to  see  that  all  laws,  relating  to  the  observance  of 
Sunday  .  .  .  .  ,  are  properly  enforced ;  and  to  obey  and  enforce  all 
ordinances  of  Common  Councils,  which  are  applicable  to  police  or 
health.” 

ACTION  OF  POLICE  COMMISSIONERS. 

One  of  the  earliest  “  General  Orders  ”  issued  by  the  Superintendent 
of  Police,  contemplates  the  enforcement  of  these  laws.  It  is  as 
follows : 

Office  of  the  Deputy  Superintendent  of  Police, 
413  Broome  Street,  Corner  of  Elm. 

General  Order,  No.  6. 

New-York,  July  5th,  1851. 

For  the  preservation  of  the  peace  of  the  city,  and  in  accordance  with  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  21st  Sec.  of  the  Act  entitled,  “An  Act  to  establish  a  Metropolitan 
Police  District,”  etc.,  you  are  directed  to  instruct  the  several  Patrolmen  under  your 
charge,  to  strictly  enforce  the  law,  by  causing  to  be  closed  on  the  Sabbath  all 
places  where  intoxicating  liquors  are  sold,  and  in  case  of  any  violation  of  the  law, 
to  report  the  same,  that  its  penalties  may  be  enforced. 

If  any  member  of  the  Patrol  force  neglect  the  performance  of  this  duty,  you  will 
report  him  forthwith.  F.  A.  Tallmadge. 
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The  then  District  Attorney,  (Mr.  Hall,)  in  his  circular  to  patrol¬ 
men,  accompanying  the  above  order,  says  : 

“  The  public  sale,  or  keeping  of  liquor  upon  Sunday,  is  forbidden,  not  because  the 
article  is  liquor,  but  because  the  law  for  thirty  years  has  forbidden  the  sale  of  any 
thing  on  that  day  (except  meats,  fish,  and  milk,  before  nine  o’clock  A.M.)  It  is 
forbidden,  not  because  the  Police  law,  or  the  new  license  law,  first  forbid,  for  the 
Revised  Statutes  forbid  it,  and  the  Ordinance  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Com¬ 
monalty,  passed  in  1855,  forbid  it.  All  these  ‘prohibitions  are  concurrent.  Whilst 
it  may  be  a  new  thing  to  close  shops  on  Sunday,  the  law  itself  on  the  subject  is  no 
novelty.  *  *  *  The  undersigned,  being  charged  by  law  with  a  duty  whose 
disobedience  renders  him  liable  to  a  prosecution  himself  for  a  misdemeanor,  submits 
the  following  plan  of  instructions  to  patrolmen : 

“  Take  the  foregoing  explanations  of  the  law,  and  carefully,  but  politely,  inform 
every  vender,  not  only  of  liquors,  but  of  all  wares  and  merchandise  on  Sunday,  of 
the  provisions,  and  request  an  immediate  closing  up  of  the  establishment,  in  such 
a  way  as  to  indicate  to  the  public  that  no  sale  is  expected.  *  *  *  If  he  re¬ 

fuses  or  neglects — or  if,  under  pretense  of  closing,  still  ‘  publicly  keeps,  and  dis¬ 
poses  of  wares,’  then  each  patrolman  will  please  to  fill  up  the  blanks  below,  and  at 
close  of  Sunday,  file  with  Inspector,  who  will  send  them  to  the  undersigned  tor 
prosecution.” 

The  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Police,  Feb.  23d,  1858,  ordered 
the  collation  and  publication  of  the  laws  and  ordinances  “  respecting 
the  observance  of  the  Sabbath,”  and  directed  the  Superintendent  to 
issue  an  ord6r  instructing  the  captains  of  police  to  enforce  them,  and 
to  report  on  Monday  of  every  week  all  violations  thereof ;  the  Super, 
intendent  being  further  directed  to  “  report  to  the  District  Attorney 
the  names  of  the  persons  violating  them,  so  that  they  may  be  prose¬ 
cuted  in  pursuance  of  law.”  On  the  23d  day  of  December,  the  Police 
Commissioners  are  stated  to  have  issued  new  and  more  stringent 
orders  to  the  same  effect. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  General  Superintendent  of  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Police,  presented  Aug.  1,  1858,  shows  that  no  less  than  nine¬ 
teen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  two  (19,902)  complaints  for  the  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  Sunday  Liquor  Laws  had  been  lodged  in  the  District 
Attorney’s  office  during  the  year,  in  pursuance  of  the  foregoing  order 
and  instructions ;  and  the  number  of  complaints  since  made,  swells 
the  aggregate  to  twenty-six  thousand.  It  appears  that  forty-five 
convictions  were  had  for  violations  of  the  Sunday  Liquor  Law,  a 
year  or  more  since,  and  fines  imposed  :  but  that  in  every  instance  the 
executions  were  returned  by  the  Sheriff  unsatisfied — no  property 
being  found  on  which  to  levy  ! 

Meanwhile  two  Grand  Juries  have  presented  in  impressive  terms 
the  evils  of  this  form  of  Sabbath  desecration.  In  February,  1858, 
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“  The  Grand  Jury  present  that  a  serious  and  growing  evil,  is  the  disregard,  by 
certain  classes  of  the  public,  of  the  laws  designed  to  preserve  the  due  observance 
of  the  Sabbath.  *  *  In  some  of  the  most  populous  sections  of  the  city,  on  the 
afternoons  and  evenings  of  the  Sabbath,  theatrical  exhibitions,  secular  concerts, 
bowling  and  pistol  galleries,  juggling  shows,  dancing-houses,  bands  of  music,  tip¬ 
pling  saloons,  and  all  species  of  lawless  entertainments  are  maintained,  in  open 
violation  of  law,  and  in  disregard  of  public  authorities.  To  these  lawless  places 
are  attracted  vast  numbers  of  the  unguarded  youth  and  demoralized  maturity  of 
both  sexes,  and  dissipation,  quarrelling,  and  frequent  violence  are  among  the  con¬ 
sequences.  Independently  of  the  annoyance  and  offense  which  these  disturbances 
create  to  the  law- observing  and  Christian  portion  of  the  community,  the  fact  that 
the  laws  may  thus  be  openly  violated,  and  the  constituted  authorities  fail  to  secure 
their  due  observance,  can  not  but  produce  the  most  pernicious  effect  upon  the  ill- 
disposed,  who  participate  in  these  lawless  gatherings,  as  well  as  those  who  are 
encouraged  in  their  evil  course  by  the  inefficient  administration  of  the  law.  We 
would  recommend  that  the  laws  for  the  suppression  of  these  exhibitions  be  rigidly 
enforced,  and  that  it  be  made  the  special  duty  of  the  Police  to  suppress  them  by 
the  undeviating  execution  of  the  law.  It  can  not  be  denied  that  these  unlawful 
gatherings  are  among  the  fruitful  causes  of  engendering  in  the  corrupted  youth  of 
our  city  the  fearful  tendencies  to  crime  which  are  daily  manifested  in  our  criminal 
courts.” 

In  their  presentment,  the  Grand  Jury  of  October  say  : 

“  The  desecration  of  the  Sabbath  by  persons  frequenting  the  numerous  drinking, 
dancing,  and  singing  saloons,  scattered  broadcast  over  the  city,  is  a  subject  of  con¬ 
stant  complaint,  and  calls  for  prompt  and  efficient  action  on  the  part  of  the  authori¬ 
ties  for  its  suppression.  The  Grand  Jury  is  in  possession  of  facts  showing  that 
about  twenty  thousand  complaints  for  the  violation  of  the  Sunday  Liquor  Law  have 
been  reported  by  the  police,  not  one  of  which  has  been  prosecuted.  It  is  the  opin¬ 
ion  of  the  Grand  Jury  that  every  law  respecting  the  desecration  of  the  Sabbath 
should  be  rigidly  enforced,  at  least  so  far  as  is  necessary  to  prevent  an  interference 
with  the  peace  of  those  who  prefer  to  devote  the  day  to  higher  and  loftier  purposes.” 

We  proceed,  without  pausing  to  comment  on  the  legal  aspects  of 
the  subject  thus  presented,  to  consider  some  of  the  economical  and 
moral  bearings  of  the  Sunday  Liquor  Traffic. 

IT  WASTES  MONEY  AND  HEALTH. 

The  Sunday  Liquor  Traffic  is  wasteful.  It  robs  the  laboring  man  of 
his  money,  strength,  and  character.  No  one  can  frequent  the  Sunday 
dram-shop  without  becoming  a  poorer,  feebler,  worse  man  than  before. 
It  is  the  unanimous  testimony  of  respectable  physicians  that  periodical 
rest — one  day  in  seven — is  necessary  to  the  healthy  action  of  the 
mental  and  physical  powers  ;  and  that  continuous  labor,  or  unnatural 
excitement,  exhausts  the  vital  energies  and  shortens  life.  Home,  with 
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its  quiet  joys ;  the  church,  with  its  blessed  instructions,  furnish  the 
Saturday-night  and  Sunday  refreshment  needed  by  man’s  nature  ;  and, 
to  take  the  gathered  earnings  of  the  week  to  the  dram-shop,  is  to  ‘  spend 
money  for  that  which  is  not  bread,  and  labor  for  that  which  satisfieth  not.’ 
By  a  godless  alchemy  the  sweat  of  the  brow  is  converted  into  poison 
for  the  father  of  the  family,  instead  of  bread  for  his  children.  A 
fevered,  enervated  workman  goes  forth  on  Monday  to  his  toils — if  in¬ 
deed  he  is  not  compelled  to  take  that  for  a  day  of  rest,  in  place  of  the 
wasted  and  worse  than  wasted  Sabbath — instead  of  the  strong,  healthy, 
clear-headed  man  of  sobriety.  The  season  for  repairing  the  machinery 
of  life  has  been  made  a  period  of  unnatural  wear  and  tear,  and  it 
wrnrks  badly.  The  time  given  for  invigorating  the  moral  powers  has 
been  employed  in  depraving  them  ;  and  the  opportunity  for  learning 
and  doing  the  will  of  God,  and  preparing  for  eternity,  is  devoted  to 
the  profanation  of  the  Lord’s  Day,  and  to  the  companionship  of  evil 
men  and  seducers. 

IT  ENGENDERS  PAUPERISM. 

The  Sunday  Liquor  Traffic  must  be  held  accountable  for  a  large  part 
of  our  increasing  pauperism.  A  sober,  Sabbath-keeping  pauper  would 
be  an  anomaly  in  a  country  where  honest  labor  is  amply  employed 
and  rewarded.  Indolence  and  improvidence  contribute  their  quota 
indeed  to  the  army  of  the  poor,  but  it  is  no  more  than  a  corporal’s 
guard  compared  with  the  full  ranks  furnished  from  the  recruiting  sta¬ 
tions  found  at  almost  every  corner  of  the  streets.  Besides,  in¬ 
temperance  is  the  foster-parent  of  idleness  and  thriftlessness.  Our 
alms-houses  are  filled  to  overflowing  with  the  class  wThose  weekly 
earnings  have  found  their  way  into  the  money-box  of  the  Sunday 
dram-shop  ;  and  our  charities  are  demanded  in  this  or  other  forms  for 
wretched  families,  one  or  both  of  whose  parents  have  poured  down 
their  own  throats  the  fruits  of  their  daily  toils,  and  perhaps  those  of 
their  children  too.  The  custom  of  employers  of  paying  off  their  hands 
on  Saturday  facilitates  the  designs  of  the  liquor-dealers.  With  a  full 
purse,  the  social  drams  of  Saturday  night  awaken  the  appetite  for 
deeper  Sunday  drinking ;  and  with  the  return  of  working-days  comes 
a  “  blue  Monday,”  with,  perhaps,  lost  occupation,  unpaid  rent,  a 
heart-broken  wife,  and  starving  children  —  a  family  ruined.  What 
terms  are  strong  enough  to  characterize  a  traffic  that  multiplies  its 
snares  along  the  borders  of  a  semi-mendicant  population,  to  entrap 
the  laboring  man  and  seize  his  hard  earnings  on  his  only  leisure  day — 
robbing  him  of  all  his  manly  attributes,  sending  him  forth  a  loathsome 
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drunkard,  and  consigning  him  and  his  family,  at  last,  to  the  eleemosy 
nary  institutions  supported  by  the  sober  and  virtuous  1  By  what 
right  do  thousands  of  men,  contributing  little  or  nothing  to  the  sup¬ 
port  of  government,  many  of  them  owning  no  allegiance  to  that  gov¬ 
ernment,  thus  impose  a  burden  of  a  million  of  dollars  a  year  on  the 
honest  capital  of  the  city  ?  And  on  what  pretext  do  they  pile  up 
misery  and  woe  in  ten  thousand  desolated  homes  ? 

A  reference  to  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Governors  of  the  Alms- 
House  for  1857,  (p.  66,)  shows  that  only  about  ten  per  cent  of  the  in¬ 
mates  of  the  “  Island  Hospital  ”  were  “  temperate” — more  than  sixty 
per  cent  being  either  “  intemperate”  or  “  habitual  drunkards,”  and 
twenty-five  per  cent  “  moderate  drinkers.”  Nearly  seventy  per  cent 
(1982)  of  the  whole  number  of  sick  paupers  (2810)  were  between  the 
ages  of  seventeen  and  thirty ;  and  of  these  eighty-four  per  cent 
(1706)  were  drinkers  of  intoxicating  liquors,  mostly  to  excess. 

The  Fourteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  “Association  for  Improving 
the  Condition  of  the  Poor,”  speaks  of  “  drunkenness  as  the  cause  of 
an  overwhelming  amount  of  poverty  and  suffering  in  this  city.  It 
throws  into  the  shade  all  other  causes  of  wretchedness.  Our  nearly 
four  hundred  almoners,  who  have  made  more  than  thirty  thousand 
visits  to  the  poor  the  past  year,  with  one  voice  attest,  that  it  ingulfs 
in  its  fiery  deluge  all  hopes  for  the  educational,  economical,  and  social 
elevation  of  large  masses  of  the  people.  And  such  is  its  peculiar 
virulence  that  it  neutralizes  to  a  frightful  and  lamentable  extent  the 
benevolent  labors  it  renders  necessary.  Facts  and  figures  in  support 
of  these  statements  might  be  piled  up  almost  without  limit.  But  the 
public  conscience  seems  already  benumbed  and  paralyzed  by  their 
accumulation.” 

The  Fifteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  same  excellent  Institution, 
speaking  of  the  tendencies  of  the  movement  for  promoting  Sabbath 
observance  to  benefit  the  poor,  says  :  “  All  secularization  of  the  Sab¬ 
bath,  by  unnecessary  toil,  traffic,  and  by  frivolity,  intemperance,  and 
pleasure-seeking,  directly  tends  to  deprive  the  working  classes  of  their 
rest-day ;  and  without  strong  countervailing  forces  to  resist  the  insid¬ 
ious  and  constant  encroachments  on  holy  time  in  this  city,  the  labor¬ 
ing  classes  will  not  only  be  deprived  of  their  Sabbath,  but  also  of 
those  invaluable  ameliorating  influences  which  are  inseparable  from 
its  proper  observance.  Every  effort,  therefore,  to  rescue  the  Sabbath 
from  desecration  should  be  welcomed  and  sustained  by  all  who  would 
at  once  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  p*oor  and  industrial  classes, 
and  of  humanity  generally.” 
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I  T  C  AU  SES  CRIME. 

The  Sunday  Liquor  Traffic  is  a  'prolific  cause  of  crime  and  disorder. 
Both  drunkenness  and  Sabbath-breaking,  besides  their  own  inherent 
immorality,  are  severally  related  as  causes  to  a  large  part  of  the 
wrongs  and  evils  which  infest  society.  The  former  scarcely  needs 
illustration  or  remark.  The  latter  is  more  insidious  in  its  influence, 
affecting  the  foundations  of  moral  character;  though  rarely  ac¬ 
knowledged  as  a  cause  of  crime  till  remorse  or  penitence  for  wrong¬ 
doing  leads  to  a  review  of  the  steps  by  which  the  prison  or  the  gal¬ 
lows  has  been  reached.  Then  it  is  common  to  trace  the  divergence 
from  the  path  of  rectitude  to  neglected  or  violated  Sabbaths.  The 
Chaplain  for  eighteen  years  of  Clerkenwell  Prison,  testified  before  a 
Committee  of  the  British  House  of  Commons,  that  “  nearly  seven 
thousand  prisoners  had  annually  passed  under  his  care — at  the  lowest 
calculation  one  hundred  thousand  in  all — and  that  the  leading  causes  of 
crime  had  been  impatience  of  parental  restraint,  violation  of  the  Sab¬ 
bath,  evil  associations,  especially  with  abandoned  females,  and  drunk¬ 
enness  arising  from  attending  public-houses,  tea-gardens,  etc.”  “  I 
do  not  recollect,”  he  says,  “  a  single  case  of  capital  offense,  where  the 
party  had  not  been  a  Sabbath-breaker.  Indeed,  I  may  say,  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  prisoners  of  all  classes,  that  in  nineteen  cases  out  of  twenty, 
they  are  persons  who  have  not  only  neglected  the  Sabbath,  but  all  reli¬ 
gious  ordinances.”  Another,  who  had  “  attended  not  less  than  three 
hundred  and  fifty  Newgate  prisoners  to  execution,”  states,  under  oath, 
that  “nine  out  of  ten  have  dated  their  departure  from  God  to  the 
neglect  of  the  Sabbath.”  Sir  Matthew  Hale  bore  substantially  the 
same  testimony,  and  but  expressed  the  truth  known  to  every  observ¬ 
ant  magistrate,  when  he  said  :  “  Of  all  persons  who  were  convicted  of 
capital  crimes  while  on  the  bench,  I  found  a  few  only  who  would  not 
confess  that  they  began  their  career  of  wickedness  by  a  neglect  of  the 
duties  of  the  Sabbath,  and  vicious  conduct  on  that  day.” 

Now,  combine  these  twin  causes  of  crime  and  disorder,  as  in  the 
Sunday  Liquor  Traffic — the  one  depraving  the  conscience,  obliterating 
the  sense  of  God  and  eternity,  and  undermining  all  moral  and  reli¬ 
gious  convictions  ;  and  the  other,  dethroning  reason,  and  stimulating 
the  passions — and  we  need  go  no  farther  to  find  an  adequate  cause  for 
nine  tenths,  if  not  nineteen  twentieths,  of  the  grosser  forms  of  crime 
which  imperil  and  disgrace  our  crime-cursed  city. 

It  is  an  instructive  fact  in  our  municipal  history,  that  down  to  the 
period  of  the  Repeal  in  1834  of  the  Ordinances  for  the  protection  of 
the  Sabbath,  and  those  prohibiting  the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors  on 
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that  day,  no  necessity  existed  for  a  Sunday  Police .  The  city  governed 
itself  on  the  Lord's  Day ,  so  long  as  Sunday  dram-shops  were  closed  ; 
but  soon  after  the  demoralizing  influence  of  the  Sunday  liquor  traffic 
was  thus  extended,  crime  and  disorder  began  to  increase ;  until,  in 
1839,  it  became  necessary  to  pass  an  ordinance  authorizing  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  Sunday  officers.  (See  Ordinance,  chapter  xxxviii.  Title 
II.  for  1839.)  The  sluices  of  immorality  had  been  thrown  open — we 
hope  unwittingly — and  the  current  of  iniquity  has  rolled  on  with  in¬ 
creasing  volume  to  the  present  day  :  when,  with  a  full  force  of  Police 
on  duty,  as  on  other  days,  the  Sabbath  has  become  the  carnival  of 
evil-doers  ;  and  the  arrests  for  crime  and  disorder  on  Sunday  almost 
uniformly  exceed  those  of  any  other  day  of  the  week.  Such  a  result 
was  apprehended  by  the  friends  of  good  morals  at  the  time  ;  for  in 
1840  we  find  a  committee  of  intelligent  citizens,  including  Thomas 
De  Witt,  Anson  G.  Phelps,  James  C.  Bliss,  and  R.  M.  Hartley, 
remonstrating  with  the  then  Mayor  in  terms  like  these  : 

“  God  forbid  that  our  municipal  authorities  should  deliberately  in¬ 
tend  to  multiply  the  violations  of  the  Sabbath,  and  pari  passu  increase 
the  curses  of  drunkenness  amongst  us  ;  yet  such,  to  an  alarming  ex¬ 
tent,  has  been  the  effect.  In  proof  of  this,  it  may  suffice  to  state,  that 
shortly  after  the  repeal  of  the  above  law,  it  was  ascertained  that 
one  thousand  four  hundred  and  nine  liquor-shops  were  opened  on  the 
Sabbath ;  and  in  1839,  as  again  ascertained  by  actual  enumeration, 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-two  were  opened  on  that  day  for 
its  desecration  !” 

After  twenty  years  of  the  bitter  experience  of  a  most  suicidal 
policy,  the  Mayor  and  Commonalty  of  1855  passed  an  ordinance  to 
arrest  the  desolating  influence  of  this  traffic  :  but  meanwhile,  evil 
habits,  and  the  love  of  gain,  and  the  foreign  element  of  population, 
had  so  increased  as  to  defy  legal  restraint ;  and  popular  degeneracy 
had  reached  such  a  point  as  to  throw  the  reins  of  government  into 
the  hands,  chiefly,  of  the  very  parties  who  had  imbruted  our  electors, 
and  overthrown  our  moral  safeguards.  The  record,  in  another  part 
of  this  document,  of  the  fruitless  attempts  to  carry  into  effect  the 
most  wholesome  and  necessary  laws,  affords  a  sad  comment  on  the 
perils  of  legislation,  tending  to  weaken  the  barriers  erected  agains.t 
human  rapacity  and  debasing  appetite. 

The  statistics  of  crime  read  us  a  terrible  lesson  as  to  the  existing 
state  of  things.  It  appears  from  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Governors 
of  the  Alms-House  and  Prisons,  that  of  the  27,845  commitments  to 
prison  in  this  city  during  the  year  1857,  23,817  were  of  persons  of 
“  intemperate  habits,”  of  whom  nearly  ten  thousand  (9726)  were 
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females  !  That  is,  more  than  five  sixths  of  the  criminals  for  the  year 
had  their  training  in  the  dram-shop,  and  more  than  one  third  of  the 
whole  number  were  drunken  women  !  Twenty-one  thousand  (21,278) 
of  these  criminals  were  “  foreigners,”  and  about  ten  thousand  (9568) 
could  not  read.  These  facts  are  sufficient,  in  the  absence  of  other 
data,  to  determine  the  question  as  to  the  habits  of  Sabbath  observance 
of  these  victims  of  vice,  for  it  is  known  that  our  emigrant  population, 
for  the  most  part,  consider  the  Sabbath  as  a  holiday,  and  do  not 
scruple  to  make  it  the  special  season  for  tippling  and  revelry  :  so  that 
no  violence  will  be  done  to  facts  to  attribute  this  enormous  ampunt 
of  crime — including,  from  a  single  District  prison,  2216  cases  of  as¬ 
sault  and  battery,  31  with  intent  to  kill,  1225  cases  of  disorderly 
conduct,  and  46  cases  of  murder — chiefly  to  the  combined  influences  of 
intemperance  and  Sabbath  profanation,  to  say  nothing  of  the  more 
than  eight  thousand  (8279)  arrests  for  intoxication,  and  the  innumera¬ 
ble  instances  of  crime  and  drunkenness  which  elude  the  vigilance  of 
the  police.  And  it  is  a  dreadful  aggravation  of  the  evil  that  its  vic¬ 
tims  are  mostly  in  the  prime  of  life — more  than  sixty  per  cent  of  the 
commitments,  including  twenty-nine  cases  of  murder,  being  of  persons 
between  ten  and  thirty  years  of  age. 

A  comparison  of  the  daily  records  of  the  arrests  for  drunkenness, 
disorderly  conduct,  and  other  misdemeanors,  affords  a  farther  de¬ 
monstration  of  the  connection  between  Sunday  dissipation  and  crime. 
It  appears  from  these  official  data  that  the  number  of  arrests  by  the  Me¬ 
tropolitan  Police  for  Tuesday  of  each  week,  (reported  on  Wednesday,) 
from  July  1,  1857,  to  December  8,  1858,  both  inclusive,  making 
seventy-six  days,  was  seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-one ; 
while  the  number  of  arrests  on  Sunday  (reported  on  Monday)  for  the 
same  period,  was  nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirteen ,  as  follows : 


ARRESTS  FOR  CRIME  FOR  SEVENTY-SIX  DAYS. 


Drunk. 

Drunk  and  Disorderly. 

Miscellaneous. 

Total. 

Sunday, . 

2,453 

2,580 

4,680 

9,713 

Tuesday, . 

1,928 

1,865 

4,068 

7,861 

Increase, . 

525 

*715 

612 

1,852 

These  figures  show  an  increase  of  eighteen  hundred  arrests  on  the 
Sabbath,  or  nearly  twenty-five  per  cent  above  the  average  of  other 
days  during  a  period  of  eighteen  months.  That  is  to  say,  the  extra 
number  of  drunken,  disorderly,  and  criminal  offenders  above  that 
daily  furnished  by  the  influence  of  the  dram-shop  and  other  causes 
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for  which  the  Sunday  liquor  traffic  is  directly  responsible,  exceeds  an 
average  of  twelve  hundred  per  annum .  And  every  reader  of 
police  reports  knows  that  a  fearful  proportion  of  homicides  and  mur¬ 
ders  stands  connected  with  the  drunken  brawls  of  Saturday  night  and 
Sunday. 

A  further  examination  of  these  statistics  shows  that  during  the  brief 
period  at  the  accession  to  office  of  the  present  Mayor,  when  the  Sun¬ 
day  liquor  traffic  was  partially  suspended,  the  arrests  for  drunkenness 
and  disorderly  conduct  suddenly  diminished  one  third  from  an  aver¬ 
age  of  sixty-six  each  Sunday  to  forty-four,  or  less  than  the  average  of 
ordinary  week  days ;  and  a  more  marked  diminution  in  crime  at¬ 
tended  a  similar  brief  experiment  of  the  preceding  chief  magistrate  of 
the  city.  These  facts  are  commended  to  the  careful  consideration  of 
political  economists,  to  our  judicial  and  police  authorities,  and  to  the 
friends  of  public  morals.  They  correspond  substantially  with  the 
criminal  statistics  of  other  countries — the  result  of  the  “  Forbes 
McKenzie  Act  ”  in  Scotland,  by  which  all  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors 
is  suspended  between  eleven  o’clock  Saturday  night  and  eight  o’clock 
on  Monday  morning,  having  been  to  abate  one  third  of  the  crime 
previously  committed.  (See  Appendix,  p.  24.) 

It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  Sunday  dram-shops  are  the  centres  of 
resort  for  criminals  and  parties  meditating  crime.  The  police  in  pur¬ 
suit  of  burglars,  thieves,  and  murderers  seek  them  most  commonly 
in  these  accustomed  haunts.  It  is  not  long  since  an  establish- 
lishment  of  this  character  in  the  Twelfth  Ward  was  found  to  be  the 
home  of  a  gang  of  burglars,  the  implements  and  fruits  of  their  crime 
being  found  on  the  premises. 

Before  dismissing  this  topic,  the  influence  of  the  Sunday  liquor 
traffic  in  depraving  our  youth  should  be  more  distinctly  alluded  to. 
It  would  seem  that  the  evenings  of  the  week  would  furnish  sufficient 
temptations  to  dissipation,  folly,  and  crime,  with  all  the  allurements 
of  the  theatre,  the  gambling-house,  and  the  brothel ;  but  it  may  be 
doubted  whether  the  seeds  of  ruin  are  not  more  thickly  sown  on  the 
Sabbath  than  during  the  entire  week  beside.  Young  men  and  lads 
are  then  wholly  at  leisure.  Thousands,  perhaps  tens  of  thousands, 
of  apprentices  and  clerks  have  no  home  in  the  city  to  attract  or  re¬ 
strain  them.  The  cheerful-looking,  well- warmed  and  lighted  “  saloon” 
presents  its  seductions  ;  vicious  companions  invite  and  lead  the  way  ; 
thus  step  by  step  the  incautious  youth  is  led  in  paths  of  present 
pleasure  and  future  ruin.  It  is  from  this  class  that  our  “  shoulder- 
hitters,”  “  Dead  Rabbits,”  and  other  clubs  of  disorderly  and  danger¬ 
ous  rowdies,  recruit  their  ranks.  The  precocity  in  wickedness  found 
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among  the  lads  of  the  city,  rendering  our  public  streets  places  of  peril 
for  man  or  woman  in  some  districts,  is  in  no  small  measure  due  to 
the  training  received  in  Sunday  dram-shops  and  lager-beer  saloons. 

IT  PROMOTES  LAWLESSNESS. 

It  seems  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  the  Sunday  liquor  traffic 
engenders  the  spirit  of  lawlessness  and  contempt  for  rightful  authority. 
It  is  carried  forward  in  known  and  avowed  defiance  of  law.  The 
legal  requisition  for  excise  license  is  almost  universally  disregarded. 
The  positive  prohibition  by  State  and  Municipal  law  against  Sunday 
sales  is  openly  contemned.  The  illegal  and  immoral  practices  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  traffic  are  continued  without  concealment.  The  inter¬ 
position  of  the  police  is  unavailing.  The  remonstrances  of  Grand 
Juries  are  scorned.  Public  sentiment  and  the  rights  of  quiet  citizens 
are  alike  disregarded.  Thus  every  Sunday  dram-shop  becomes  a 
centre  of  disorganizing  influences  and  a  school  of  rebellion.  How 
numerous  and  how  apt  are  the  scholars,  let  the  appalling  records  of 
crime  show  and  an  almost  paralyzed  police  testify.  The  example  of 
unchecked  lawlessness  becomes  contagious.  The  recklessness  with 
which  the  most  daring  outrages  are  perpetrated,  and  the  impunity  for 
the  vilest  criminals,  have  become  proverbial.  Nor  can  there  be  hope 
of  amendment,  or  of  the  restored  majesty  of  law,  so  long  as  the 
present  attitude  of  the  Rum  Power  is  maintained.  If  our  system  of 
government  is  not  strong  euough  to  suppress  evils  universally  ac¬ 
knowledged,  inseparably  connected  with  pauperism  and  crime,  breed¬ 
ing  rebellion,  and  leading  on  to  anarchy  or  despotism,  let  it  be  con¬ 
ceded  at  once ;  and  let  us  abandon  our  free  institutions  in  form  as  in 
fact  to  the  control  of  a  few  hundreds  or  thousands  of  Sunday  liquor 
dealers.  But  if  half  a  million  freemen  still  choose  to  be  free,  then 
must  they  accept  the  issue  forced  upon  them,  and  at  all  hazards  sus¬ 
tain  our  constituted  authorities  in  the  suppression  of  lawlessness, 
whether  among  foreign  or  native-born,  young  or  old,  in  filthy  cellars 
or  gilded  saloons,  on  secular  or  sacred  days. 

IT  TENDS  TO  IKRELIGION. 

The  Sunday  liquor  traffic  tends  to  irreligion  and  infidelity.  It  pre¬ 
sents  its  temptations  in  bold  rivalry  with  the  sanctuary  and  the  Sab¬ 
bath-school  and  all  the  means  of  moral  and  religious  culture.  It 
counteracts  every  effort  for  evangelizing  the  masses.  It  hardens  the 
conscience,  depraves  the  heart,  and  destroys  the  soul.  On  the  very 
day  that  God  calls  his  own,  it  induces  forgetfulness  of  the  beneficent 
Creator  and  of  his  holy  law,  or  leads  to  the  utterance  of  the  name  of 
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Jehovah  only  in  tones  of  blasphemy.  There,  where  profane  oaths 
are  prayers,  and  drunken  orgies  supply  the  place  of  Christian  wor¬ 
ship,  thousands  of  our  youth  are  receiving  their  training  for  American 
citizenship  and  moulding  their  characters  for  eternity.  And  infidelity 
opens  its  “  Liberal  Halls”  close  by  the  centre  of  the  saturnalian 
traffic.  Now  we  have  the  most  cordial  respect  for  the  wisdom  of  our 
organic  laws,  which  secure  to  every  man  perfect  liberty  of  conscience 
and  the  right  even  of  self-immolation,  if  he  will,  on  the  altar  of  appe¬ 
tite,  error,  or  irreligion  ;  but  it  is  license  and  not  liberty  that  sys¬ 
tematically  and  for  paltry  gains,  in  defiance  of  human  and  divine  laws, 
pursues  a  traffic  which  tempts  others ,  and  especially  the  unsuspicious 
youth,  to  the  destruction  of  body  and  soul  on  the  very  day  of  mercy 
and  salvation.  Society  owes  it  to  its  own  purity,  nay,  to  its  very 
existence,  to  dry  up  these  fountains  of  misery  and  ruin,  that  its  foun 
tains  of  life  may  send  their  healing  waters  to  thirsting  souls. 

REMEDIES  SUGGESTED. 

The  following  suggestions  as  to  remedies  for  the  protean  evils  under 
review,  may  serve,  at  least,  to  direct  attention  to  the  subject ;  we  shall 
rejoice  when  other  and  more  comprehensive  plans  are  suggested  and 
acted  on. 

The  simple  change  in  the  Pay-day ,  from  Saturday  to  Monday  or 
Wednesday,  if  general  among  employers,  would  lessen  greatly  the 
temptations  to  Saturday  night  and  Sunday  debauchery,  increase  the 
chances  for  the  expenditure  of  wages  for  the  benefit  of  families,  and 
promote  the  interests  of  every  class  of  employes.  “  Blue  Monday” 
would  become  obsolete;  or,  if  it  did  not,  the  number  of  tardy,  ner¬ 
vous  workmen  would  be  diminished.  Some  of  the  most  extensive 
establishments,  manufacturing  and  mercantile,  have  found  their  ac¬ 
count  in  this  change ;  and  it  is  earnestly  recommended  to  master 
mechanics,  manufacturers,  and  all  others  employing  labor,  to  contri¬ 
bute  their  influence  in  this  way  to  a  necessary  reform. 

The  means  of  innocent,  healthful ,  popular  recreation  on  the  evenings 
of  the  week,  combined  with  intellectual  improvement,  accessible  to 
the  masses  of  the  people,  and  disconnected  with  temptations  to  dissi¬ 
pation  and  vice,  should  be  multiplied  and  encouraged. 

The  establishment  of  public  fountains ,  to  which  thirsty  men  may  re¬ 
sort,  would  be  a  measure  of  great  practical  utility,  at  comparatively 
trifling  cost.  They  need  not  be  of  marble  or  bronze,  elaborately 
wrought,  as  in  most  European  cities :  the  simplest  arrangement  by 
which  the  health-giving  Croton  could  be  easily  reached  by  the  poorest 
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laboring  man,  would  suffice.  Formerly  the  street-pump  partially 
supplied  this  want;  but  now  the  artisan  or  laborer  who  would  slake 
his  thirst,  can  find  almost  no  public  place  in  the  city  to  which  he  can 
resort,  with  a  feeling  of  right  to  a  cup  of  cold  water  :  and  he  is  driven 
to  a  dram-shop,  where  a  false  notion  of  self-respect  impels  him  to 
drink  that  which  costs  him  something — and  it  often  does  cost  him  more 
than  he  had  counted  upon.  As  a  preventive  of  drunkenness,  and  a 
means  of  removing  temptation  to  evil  haunts  and  habits,  it  is  believed 
that  this  expedient  would  be  found  worthy  of  trial,  to  say  nothing  of 
its  sanitary  and  humane  aspects,  which  are  far  from  inconsiderable. 

The  multiplication  of  churches,  mission  stations,  Sabbath-schools, 
missionaries,  and  all  agencies  for  popular  evangelization ,  is  a  measure 
too  obvious  to  need  discussion.  Without  these,  reforms  are  power¬ 
less,  and  laws  inoperative.  They  should  be  prosecuted  with  qua¬ 
drupled  resources  and  greatly  augmented  aggressive  power. 

The  correction  and  concentration  of  public  sentiment  as  to  the  evils 
and  the  perils  of  the  Sunday  Liquor  Traffic  must  be  a  work  of  time ; 
but  is  indispensable  to  its  thorough  and  permanent  suppression.  The 
masses  need  to  be  convinced  that  it  is  inimical  to  their  best  interests ; 
that  it  increases  the  cost  of  rents  and  provisions  ;  that  it  steals  their 
money,  time,  health,  and  strength  ;  that  it  depraves  their  morals  ;  that 
it  shuts  them  and  their  families  away  from  religious  instruction  ;  and 
that  it  destroys  their  souls.  And  our  emigrant  population  must  be 
entreated  to  forego  practices  foreign  to  the  genius  and  habits  of  the 
country  that  has  welcomed  them,  and  fatal  to  the  institutions  that 
shelter  them.  The  pulpit  and  the  press  must  bring  their  energies  to 
the  task  of  exposing  this  prolific  cause  of  political  and  moral  degene¬ 
racy,  and  of  arousing  the  people  to  throw  off  the  deadly  incubus. 
There  is,  there  must  be  enough  of  conscience  and  self-respect  left, 
when  rightly  appealed  to,  to  secure  a  manly  attitude  on  the  part  of  the 
friends  of  order  and  morals,  on  a  question  of  this  nature  ;  and  it  needs 
nothing  more  to  check  the  desolations  wrought  by  an  unauthorized  in¬ 
vasion  of  sacred  time  with  the  most  odious  and  destructive  of  all 
trades. 

The  Laws  and  Ordinances  against  the  Sunday  Liquor  Traffic  can  and 
should  be  enforced .  The  existing  statutes  relating  to  this  subject,  the 
most  stringent  of  which  are  of  recent  enactment,  and  commend 
themselves  to  every  right  conscience  as  wise,  wholesome,  and  neces¬ 
sary  to  the  peace  and  safety  of  society — but  deliberately  and  persist¬ 
ently  violated — must  be  put  in  execution,  kindly  but  firmly,  by  the 
proper  authorities,  or  all  law  and  government  lose  their  dignity  and 
power.  In  the  case  before  us,  every  offender  has  been  repeatedly  and 
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“  politely”  warned  by  the  police  to  desist  from  his  illegal  course. 
Complaints  have  been  made  by  thousands  of  individual  violators  of 
the  law.  The  Board  of  Police  Commissioners  are  specially  charged 
by  the  Act  that  gives  them  being  and  authority,  to  suppress  this 
wrong,  and  they  have  made  the  attempt  with  unquestioned  sincerity. 
It  would  seem  that,  in  such  circumstances,  the  only  sympathy  to  be 
counted  on  in  further  resistance  of  law  and  authority  must  come  from 
outlaws  and  rebels.  Courts  and  juries  and  officers  of  justice,  ex¬ 
pounders  and  executors  of  law,  owe  it  to  their  own  dignity,  and  to  the 
community  investing  them  with  power,  to  wipe  out  the  disgrace 
brought  upon  our  institutions  by  these  fountains  of  dissipation,  law¬ 
lessness,  and  crime.  And  the  citizens  of  New-York  owe  to  the  magis¬ 
tracy  of  the  city,  no  less  than  to  themselves,  and  to  every  good  in¬ 
terest,  to  support  with  manly  firmness  every  attempt  to  restore  the 
majesty  of  law,  and  the  ascendency  of  Christian  morals.  Only  then 
can  we  hope  for  the  immunities  and  blessings  entailed  for  all  time  in 
connection  with  the  precept  of  unceasing  obligation  :  “  If  thou  turn 
away  thy  foot  from  [trampling  on]  the  Sabbath,  from  doing  thy  plea¬ 
sure  on  my  holy  day :  and  call  the  Sabbath  a  delight,  the  holy  of  the 
Lord,  honorable  ;  and  shalt  honor  him,  not  doing  thine  own  ways,  nor 
finding  thine  own  pleasure,  nor  speaking  thine  own  words  :  Then  shalt 
thou  delight  thyself  in  the  Lord  ;  and  I  will  cause  thee  to  ride  upon 
the  high  places  of  the  earth  :  .  .  .  for  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  hath 
spoken  it.”  (Is.  58  :  13-14.) 

HENRY  J.  BAKER, 

E.  L.  BEADLE,  M.D., 

WILLIAM  A.  BOOTH, 

ROBERT  CARTER, 

WARREN  CARTER, 

THOMAS  C.  DOREMUS, 

E.  L.  FANCHER, 

FRED.  G.  FOSTER, 

DAVID  HOADLEY, 

JAMES  W,  BEEKMAM,  Rcc.  Seoretary. 

RUSSELL  S.  COOK,  Cor.  Secretary. 

J.  M.  MORRISON,  (Cashier  of  Manhattan  Bank.)  Treasurer. 


NORMAN  WHITE,  Chairman. 

HORACE  HOLDEN, 

WM.  A.  SMITH, 

WILLIAM  TRUSLOW, 

W.  F.  VAN  WAGENEN. 
WILLIAM  WALKER, 

E.  C.  WILCOX, 

F.  S.  WINSTON, 

0.  E.  WOOD. 
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STATEMENT  OP  TWENTY  CITY  MISSIONARIES. 

The  undersigned,  City  Missionaries  and  Ward  Secretaries  of  the 
“  Association  for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Poor,”  being  daily 
witnesses  of  the  demoralizing  influence  of  the  Sunday  Liquor  Traffic, 
hereby  express  our  deliberate  conviction  that  the  intemperance  and  Sab-, 
bath  profanation  associated  with  that  traffic,  are  the  principal  external 
causes  of  a  vast  amount  of  the  domestic  misery,  poverty,  irreligion, 
vice,  and  crime,  which  so  abound  in  our  city  ;  and  that  they  create  the 
necessity  for  a  large  proportion  of  the  public  taxes  and  private  chari¬ 
ties  for  the  checking  of  immorality,  and  for  the  support  of  the  poor, 
while  they  counteract  both  public  and  private  efforts  for  the  moral  and 
religious  instruction  and  improvement  of  the  masses. 

We  should  regard  the  suppression  of  the  Sunday  Liquor  Traffic  as 
a  blessing  to  the  young,  as  a  great  boon  to  the  families  of  the  poor 
and  laboring  classes,  as  an  indispensable  means  of  restoring  order  and 
good  morals  to  the  city,  and  as  one  of  the  most  hopeful  auxiliaries  to 
our  own  and  kindred  labors  for  the  temporal  and  spiritual  benefit  of 
the  people. 

New-YorTc ,  December,  1858. 


George  Hatt, 

A.  Camp, 

L.  E.  Jackson, 
James  W.  Bishop, 
Chs.  C.  Darling, 
E.  Mack, 

Calvin  Lathrop, 


Edward  Pratt, 

J.  B.  Horton, 

J.  H.  Bulen, 

James  W.  Munroe, 
Richd.  L.  Horton, 
Richd.  Hatter, 
Henry  Whittlesey, 


William  Kirby, 

J.  L.  Ambler, 

Isaac  Orchard, 
John  Ruston, 

P.  A.  Spencer, 

A.  R.  Wetmore,  Sec. 
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STATEMENT  OF  R.  M.  HARTLEY,  ESQ. 

The  undersigned,  Secretary  of  the  “  Association  for  Improving  the 
Condition  of  the  Poor,”  in  expressing  his  full  concurrence  in  the  fore¬ 
going  statement,  would  add,  that  his  labors  for  twenty-five  years  in 
New-York  in  this  and  kindred  departments  of  philanthropic  effort, 
have  constrained  the  belief  that,  so  long  as  the  Sunday  Liquor  Traffic 
continues,  pauperism  and  crime  will  abound  and  increase  with  the  in¬ 
fallible  certainty  of  cause  and  effect.  The  Annual  Reports  of  the 
Institution  have  repeatedly  demonstrated  this  connection  ;  the  city  mis¬ 
sionaries,  moreover,  and  all  engaged  in  domiciliary  visits  to  the  poor 
uniformly  attest,  that  Sunday  tippling  tends  directly  to  the  demoraliz¬ 
ation  and  ruin  of  large  numbers  of  the  laboring  classes.  At  least 
one  half  of  the  charities  bestowed  on  this  and  kindred  associations,  and 
a  similar  proportion  of  the  taxes  for  the  relief  of  pauperism,  are  occa¬ 
sioned  by  intemperance ;  and  in  his  judgment,  would  be  unnecessary, 
if  the  ravages  of  this  monster  vice  were  arrested. 

R.  M.  Hartley. 


SUNDAY  THEATRES,  “SACRED  CONCERTS,”  AND 

GAMBLING-SALOONS. 

The  following  extracts  from  an  article  in  the  columns  of  the  Daily 
Z'imes,  entitled  “  Sunday  Walks  in  the  German  Quarter,”  reveal  the 
extent  of  the  evil  to  which  this  Document  directs  public  attention, 
among  one  class  of  our  population : 

“The  Odeon  presented  a  strange  scene  to  an  American  eye  on  that  Sunday 
afternoon.  More  than  two  hundred  men,  women,  and  children  (a  large  sprinkling 
of  the  latter)  were  ranged  along  three  lines  of  tables — all  drinking  lager  or  some¬ 
thing  worse,  and  listening  at  the  same  time  to  a  ‘  merry  play  in  two  acts,  from 
Kotzebue,’  with  orchestra,  billiards,  shooting-galleries,  etc. — and  all  for  ten  cents. 
In  the  evening,  another  theatrical  performance  for  a  crowded  house.  Dancing, 
gymnastic  exhibitions,  speech-making,  hurrahs,  and  a  flood  of  lager-beer — such 
was  the  Sabbath  in  that  place.” 

THE  PEOPLE’S  GARDEN. 

“  Now  let  us  look  in  at  the  People's  Garden ,  (Volks  Garten,)  a  door  or  two 
below  in  the  Bowery.  A  shilling  admits  you  to  the  place,  but  you  can  take  your 
wife  and  children  with  you  ‘  free.’  The  bill  assures  you  that  you  are  attending  a 
‘  sacred  concert’ — ‘  Eine  grosses  sacred  Concert .’  But  you  become  a  little  skeptical 
about  its  ‘  sacred’  character  when  you  read  the  programme  and  observe  the  sur¬ 
roundings.  The  place  is  suspicious — ‘  Vaudeville  Theatre.'  The  announcements 
are  suspicious — ‘  Exhibition  of  a  Grand  Pot-pourri,’  ‘  The  Artist  Family ;  or,  the 
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Uncle  as  an  Enemy  of  the  Theatre — a  Comic  Operette  in  four  acts.’  This  is  for 
three  o’clock  Sunday  afternoon.  The  evening  performance  seems  about  as  ‘  sacred.’ 
‘The  Beautiful  Milleress;  or,  a  Secret  Passion — a  merry  play  in  one  act.’  Con¬ 
cluding  with  ‘  Good  Morning,  Mr.  Eischer — vaudeville  in  two  acts.’  ‘  Between 
these  acts,  the  Grand  Ballet,  and  Grand  Janisary  Concert,  with  a  grand  orchestra.’ 
It  all  looks  very  grand,  but  not  very  sacred.  Then  the  visitors  at  the  City  Theatre 
adjoining  are  informed  by  the  programme,  that  'when  that  is  closed,  (say  at  eleven 
o’clock,)  they  can  enter  the  People’s  Theatre  free — to  test  the  quality  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple’s  lager. 

“  The  surroundings  are  even  more  suspicious  than  the  amusements.  A  half- 
dozen  billiard-tables,  more  or  less,  five  raffling-stands,  a  roulette-table,  a  shooting- 
gallery,  and  some  other  forms  of  gambling — all  in  full  blast — would  not  seem  to 
promise  a  very  *  sacred  ’  affair,  to  say  nothing  of  five  or  six  bars,  fully  manned  and 
employed. 

“  Tbe  company  does  not  give  very  marked  indications  that  ‘  sacred  ’  pleasures 
attracted  them  by  hundreds  to  the  place.  We  counted  five  hundred  and  fifty  in 
the  afternoon,  including  children,  seated  in  front  of  lager-bier  mugs,  and  listening 
alternately  to  the  band  of  music  and  the  play,  and  none  of  them  seemed  to  be 
imbibing  any  thing  more  *  sacred  ’  than  bad  ‘  lager.’  In  the  evening  there  must 
have  been  fully  eleven  hundred  in  the  same  place,  engaged  in  the  same  way.  If 
the  proprietor  would  drop  one  letter  from  his  programme,  and  Frenchify  his 
announcement  a  little — thus,  ‘  Sacre  Concert1 — it  would  be  more  frank,  and  vastly 
more  truthful.” 

THE  PEOPLE’S  THEATRE. 

“  But  there  is  a  People's  Theatre  as  well  as  a  People’s  Garden.  It  is  in  Fourth 
street.  Let  us  look  in  there.  What  a  spectacle  in  a  Christian  city  I  As  you 
enter,  on  the  ground-floor,  there  are  four  billiard-tables,  surrounded  by  perhaps  a 
hundred  boys  from  ten  to  twenty  years  of  age,  occupied  with  and  intent  upon  the 
game.  At  one  table,  four  lads,  not  more  than  thirteen  years  old,  are  playing — al¬ 
beit  it  is  somewhat  difficult  for  them  to  reach  the  balls.  But  they  will  grow 
taller — perhaps  so  high,  by  and  by,  that  their  feet  will  dangle  in  the  air.  Across 
the  room,  and  in  front  of  the  bar,  stands  a  novel  gambling-instrument.  It  is  a 
small  brass  cannon,  from  which  balls  are  projected,  probably  by  a  spring,  and 
entering  a  curtained  aperture  a  few  feet  distant,  descend  by  an  inclined  plane,  on 
which  stand  small  wooden  pins.  Ten  tickets  are  given  out,  say  at  three  cents 
each.  The  holder  representing  the  ball  that  upsets  the  largest  number  of  pins, 
wins  twenty  cents — the  balance  of  the  stakes,  one  third  of  the  whole,  going  into 
the  pocket  of  the  proprietor.  This  machine  was  surrounded  by  as  many  lads  as 
could  see  it,  and  betting  was  as  constant  as  the  machine  could  be  made  to  work. 
The  spirit  of  the  gambling-hells  at  Homberg  and  Baden-Baden  was  in  full  play  in 
these  young  scape-graces,  and  the  foundations  laying  of  desperadoes — and  this  on 
the  Sabbath  1 

“  But  we  have  not  yet  entered  the  Theatre  proper.  This  is  but  the  ante-cham¬ 
ber — free  to  all,  notwithstanding  the  discontent  of  the  proprietor  on  seeing  somo 
‘Americans’  among  his  guests.  In  the  rear  is  a  hall,  accommodating,  in  its  way, 
one  thousand  people  or  more,  with  music,  lager-bier,  and  theatrical  performances. 
From  six  to  eight  o’clock,  notwithstanding  the  afternoon  performance,  the  people 
were  streaming  in,  ordering  their  bier  and  segar,  and  getting  ready  for  the  play. 
Nearly  one  half  of  the  company  consisted  of  women  and  children.  We  saw  bun- 
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dreds  of  boys  and  girls  of  from  twelve  to  twenty  years,  chiefly  of  German  parent¬ 
age,  and  a  few  who  could  be  recognized  as  Irish  and  Americans.  In  all,  there 
were  nine  hundred  and  fifty,  by  actual  count,  entering  this  single  place  between 
the  hours  of  six  and  eight  o’clock.  The  expense  to  each  guest  can  not  average 
less  than  twenty-five  cents,  and  is  probably  twice  that  amount ;  so  that  two  hun¬ 
dred  dollars,  at  the  lowest  estimate,  would  pass  from  the  scanty  pockets  of  the 
apprentices  and  jonmeymen  and  seamstresses,  who  seemed  principally  to  make  up 
the  group,  into  the  full  purse  of  the  proprietor  of  this  den  of  iniquity.  And  when 
the  pinching  cold  comes,  you  and  I,  good  friend,  will  have  our  sympathies  appealed 
to,  to  relieve  the  poverty  caused  by  this  Sunday  dissipation ;  or  be  taxed  for  the 
Almshouse  expenditures,  or  the  cost  of  criminal  cases  growing  out  of  this  Sunday- 
night  debauchery.” 

HARMONIA  GARDEN. 

“  Now  turn  down  into  Essex  street,  and  enter  the  Harmonia  Garden .  Your 
ticket,  which  costs  but  sixpence,  will  be  exchanged  for  you  at  the  door  by  a  long- 
shanked  sheriff’s  officer,  and  you  will  find  a  spacious  hall,  say  a  hundred  feet 
square,  with  galleries  all  around,  and  tables  for  the  accommodation  of  twelve  hun¬ 
dred  or  fifteen  hundred  people.  A  band  of  music,  of  fourteen  brass  pieces,  rings  out 
waltzes  and  airs,  which  may  be  heard  for  squares  around.  Bowling-alleys,  shoot¬ 
ing-galleries,  and  the  usual  means  of  diversion  or  of  gambling,  are  at  hand. 
Above-stairs  you  will  find  no  less  than  seven  billiard-tables,  occupied  mostly  by 
young  men,  playing  with  their  own  or  their  employers’  money.  It  was  at  an  early 
hour  in  the  evening  that  we  visited  this  establishment,  and  there  were  not  more 
than  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  persons  present.  Later,  it  was  doubtless  filled. 
Till  twelve  or  one  o’clock,  perhaps,  the  neighboring  householders  must  listen  to 
the  music  of  that  band  and  to  the  noise  of  those  revellers.  Is  it  neighborly,  is  it 
right,  to  deprive  families  of  their  day  of  rest  in  this  way  ?” 

THE  CITY  THEATRE. 

“  Now  let  us  return  to  the  Bowery,  and  drop  into  the  aristocratic  place  of  Sun¬ 
day  amusement — the  City  Theatre.  Gambling  arrangements  are  dispensed  with ; 
lager-bier  tables  have  no  place.  The  interior  is  elegantly  fitted  up,  with  accommoda¬ 
tions  in  parquet,  dress-circle,  and  second  and  third  tiers  for  twelve  hundred  or  fifteen 
hundred  visitors.  At  half-past  eight  o’clock,  nearly  every  seat  and  standing-place 
was  occupied,  and  a  play  was  in  progress  having  the  usual  elements  of  interest, 
acted  with  admirable  talent.  The  dress-circle  was  filled  with  men  and  women, 
handsomely  dressed  and  of  genteel  manners,  including  a  large  sprinkling  of  Jews. 
Between  the  acts,  lager  and  liquor  were  dispensed  from  the  bar  and  carried  around 
the  Theatre,  but  the  amount  drank  was  inconsiderable  compared  with  other  estab¬ 
lishments.  Many  of  the  guests  had  undoubtedly  attended  one  or  other  of  the 
German  churches  in  the  morning,  after  the  manner  of  the  Continent,  and,  without 
a  thought  of  wrong,  finished  their  Sunday  at  the  Theatre ;  pitying,  perhaps,  the 
poor  ‘Sabbatarians,’  who  cherish  the  British  and  American  notion,  that  the  Sab¬ 
bath  day ,  and  the  whole  of  it,  was  intended  by  its  Author  for  rest  and  worship, 
and  not  for  fun  and  frolic. 

“  One  more  turn,  and  our  Sunday  walk  will  be  ended  for  this  time.  Pass  with 
us  around  a  small  triangular  block  not  far  from  the  City  Hall,  and  you  will  cease 
to  wonder  at  the  frequency  of  homicides  and  other  crimes  growing  out  of  Sunday 
dissipation.  If  our  count  was  accurate,  there  were  twenty-nine  lager-bier  saloons  and 
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dram-shops — some  of  them  accommodatmg  two  hundred  or  three  hundred  persons 
— open  and  mostly  filled  on  that  single  evening.  In  three  or  four  of  them,  bands  of 
music  attracted  customers.  Many  of  the  buildings  on  the  blocks  facing  the  one  in 
question,  were  similarly  occupied,  so  that  within  a  distance  of  three  hundred  feet 
square,  there  may  be  found  not  less  than  fifty  Sabbath-breaking,  law-despising 
centres  of  intoxication  and  crime.” 

reporter’s  comments. 

“We  returned  from  our  Sunday  walk  with  a  heavy  heart.  Discarding  all  ultra 
views  of  temperance,  and  disavowing  sympathy  with  extreme  ‘  Puritan’  notions  of 
the  Sabbath,  we  cling  to  the  old-fashioned  idea  that  there  is  a  better  way  of  spend¬ 
ing  Sunday  than  in  tippling,  theatre-going,  and  gambling.  G-ood  citizens  are  made 
of  sterner  stuff  than  the  frequenters  of  such  places.  Good  men  do  not  grow  out  of 
the  boys  who  spend  their  Sundays  at  Yolks  Gartens  and  Yolks  Theatres.  The 
crimes  against  society  at  which  the  fifth,  and  sixth,  and  seventh,  and  eighth,  and 
ninth,  and  tenth  commandments  are  aimed,  have  an  intimate  connection  with  the 
violation  of  the  fourth ;  so  that  the  wholesale  manner  of  desecrating  the  Sabbath, 
accompanied  with  wholesale  drinking,  rises  into  a  leading  cause — the  leading  cause 
of  the  rampant  crime  and  disorder  which  infest  our  city,  and  which  have  increased 
pari  passu  with  the  multiplication  of  such  establishments  as  we  have  been  visiting. 

“Another  consideration  gave  us  troubled  rest.  Every  one  of  these  establish¬ 
ments  pursues  its  business  in  known  violation  of  law.  Not  merely  the  accompa¬ 
niments  of  the  business — the  gambling,  which  is  a  misdemeanor;  the  bands  of 
music,  which  are  a  nuisance ;  the  theatrical  performances,  which  are  positively 
prohibited  on  the  Sabbath — but  publicly  keeping  and  disposing  of  any  kind  of 
intoxicating  liquors  is  expressly  forbidden  by  the  laws  of  the  State  and  the  ordin¬ 
ances  of  the  city,  of  recent  enactment,  and  in  full  force  at  the  present  time 
Every  proprietor  and  visitor  of  these  establishments  knows  that  the  Police  Com¬ 
missioners,  in  pursuance  of  law,  have  directed  patrolmen  to  report  offenses  against 
the  Sunday  Liquor  Law,  and  that  thousands  of  complaints  have  been  made.  Their 
attitude,  then,  is  that  of  rebellion  against  our  constituted  authorities,  and  defiance 
of  our  laws.  And  it  involves  the  question,  Whether  a  few  hundred  keepers  of 
dram-shops  and  gambling-places  are  stronger  than  our  government  ?  That  is  an 
important  question :  there  should  be  no  delay  in  settling  it. 

“  Then  another  thought  has  been  haunting  the  mind  ever  since  that  sad  visit ; 
it  is  connected  with  the  future  of  those  thousands  of  young  lads  seen  in  a  single 
Sunday  night  in  places  of  sinful  diversion.  Whose  sons  are  they  ?  Have  they 
mothers  to  weep  over  them  ?  Have  they  homes  to  go  to  ?  Are  they  instructed 
any  where  but  here?  Whither  are  they  drifting?  How  many  of  them  are 
receiving  their  training  for  the  prison  and  the  halter  ?  What  security  has  society 
from  rowdyism  and  disorder,  if  our  youth  are  corrupted  systematically,  and  edu¬ 
cated  in  vice  ?  Is  it  right  to  punish  juvenile  criminals,  and  exempt  their  teachers 
in  crime  ?  Is  it  wise  to  leave  the  nests  of  vipers  undisturbed,  and  run  after  the 
fledglings  that  come  from  them,  brood  after  brood  ?  If  the  present  unrestricted 
debauchery  and  ruin  of  the  Sunday  liquor  traffic  is  to  be  perpetuated,  would  it  not 
bo  just  that  the  proportion  of  the  nearly  two  millions  of  dollars  expended  for  the 
support  of  Police,  almshouses,  and  criminal  courts,  traceable  to  that  traffic,  should 
be  levied  on  the  proprietors  of  Sunday  dram-shops?  The  demoralization  and 
misery  it  carries  into  ten  thousand  homes  can  not  be  reckoned,  and  so  can  not  be 
assessed — in  this  world." 
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“GERMAN  BEGGARS  IN  AMERICA.” 


JUVENILE  CRIME. 

The  Police  Reports  in  our  daily  journals  indicate  a  measure  of 
juvenile  depravity  quite  incredible  but  for  the  known  sources  of  de¬ 
moralization.  The  record  of  a  single  sentence-day  of  a  single  court — 
a  sample  of  other  days — contains  the  following  : 

“court  of  general  sessions. 

“  Edward  Hempson,  charged  with  burglary  in  the  third  degree.  .  *  .  .  .  On 
account  of  his  youth ,  the  prisoner  was  sentenced  to  the  Penitentiary  for  one  year 
only. 

“Charles  McDermott,  aged  eighteen  years,  indicted  for  the  murder  of  Carsin 
Coster,  pleaded  guilty  to  manslaughter  in  the  second  degree.  Sentence  deferred. 

“  James  Kenney  and  Peter  Murray,  mere  youths ,  were  convicted  of  burglary  in 
the  third  degree.  Sentenced  to  three  years  and  six  months  each  in  the  State 
Prison. 

“  John  Duggan,  aged  nineteen,  jointly  indicted  with  the  hoy  Hart,  plead  guilty 
to  an  attempt  at  burglary  in  the  third  degree.  Ashe  was  an  old  offender ,  he  was 
sentenced  to  two  years  in  the  State  Prison. 

“  Thomas  Briggs,  aged  twenty-two,  was  convicted  of  burglary  in  the  third  de¬ 
gree.  He  was  sentenced  to  four  years  and  three  months  in  the  State  Prison. 

“  William  Brown,  a  hoy ,  pleaded  guilty  to  petit  larceny,  and  was  sent  to  the 
Penitentiary  for  four  months. 

“Jane  Martin,  a  young  servant-girl,  pleaded  guilty  to  petit  larceny.  Sent  to  the 
House  of  Refuge. 

“GERMAN  BEGGARS  IN  AMERICA.” 

The  December  number  of  the  Deutsche  Kirchenfreund  contains  a  sug¬ 
gestive  article  by  the  Editor,  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Mann,  D.D.,  with  the 
above  title.  The  journal  and  its  editor  may  be  regarded  as  the  highest 
authority  on  matters  relating  to  the  German  population  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  The  article  before  us,  though  bearing  on  questions  incidental  to 
the  main  object  of  this  document,  nevertheless  furnishes  unprejudiced 
testimony  on  a  topic  of  vital  importance — the  character  and  influence 
of  beer-houses  and  their  keepers.  We  give  brief  extracts  from  a  trans¬ 
lation  kindly  furnished  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Guldin  : 

“The  great  majority  of  these  pot-house  keepers,”  says  the  editor,  “choose  this 
occupation  only  because  they  can  make  an  easy  and  jovial  living  with  the  least 
labor,  under  the  appearance  of  an  orderly  and  allowable  profession.  If  any  thing 
is  a  disgrace  of  our  German  name,  our  numberless  German  beer-houses  are  such. 
The  evil  was  never  greater  than  now,  and  hardly  can  become  greater.  If  all  these 
tap-houses  can  subsist,  it  shows  what  a  tavern-visiting,  pleasure-seeking  nation  the 
Germans  have  got  to  be.  Their  keepers  deport  themselves  as  arrogantly  as  if  they 
were  privileged  to  scorn  publicly  all  order,  morals,  or  reverence  for  that  which  is 
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holy.  In  their  advertisements  in  our  German  newspapers,  they  abuse  tho  most 
sacred  language  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  turn  it  into  mockery. 

“We  are  not  surprised  when  men  who  have  been  brought  up  as  tavern- 
keepers  in  Germany  continue  in  their  profession  here,  and  many  of  them  do  it 
in  a  respectable  manner.  But  the  great  majority  of  these  low  beer-houses  are  kept 
by  persons  who  have  been  trained  altogether  for  other  professions.  We  know 
men  in  this  country  who  have  formerly  been  German  ministers,  school-teachers, 
military  officers,  lawyers,  physicians,  merchants,  etc.,  who  have  chosen  to  keep  pot¬ 
houses,  because  it  requires  but  little  knowledge  or  capital  to  retail  wine  and  beer 
— to  become  retailers  instead  of  customers  as  before — and  because  it  is  the  easiest 
method  thus  to  offer  enjoyment  to  others,  instead  of  earning  their  daily  bread  in  a 
regular  laborious  calling.  We  see  weekly  many  mechanics,  whose  trade  begins  to 
become  inconvenient — such  as  tailors,  shoemakers,  etc — establish  pot-houses ;  cal¬ 
culating  on  the  custom  of  their  nearest  countrymen  from  the  different  German 
States,  and  it  seems  that  they  hardly  ever  miscalculate. 

“  Among  the  most  respectable  Germans,  who  value  the  German  name,  and  who 
are  not  unconcerned  whether  a  wholesome  moral  influence  or  a  vicious  one  be 
exerted,  but  one  voice  prevails  in  regard  to  this  sad  characteristic  of  their  country¬ 
men  of  our  time.  And  how  could  we  look  on  without  sorrow  and  shame  ?  The 
injury  done  to  morals  is  incalculable,  as  the  doings  of  our  public  courts  bear  weekly 
testimony.  But  we  know  what  kind  of  influence  they  exert  more  silently.  They 
every  where  draw  fathers  away  from  their  families ;  they  consume  vast  sums  of 
money  earned  by  hard  labor  which  should  be  employed  for  useful  purposes ;  they 
offer  temptation  to  gambling,  and  excite  many  low  passions  by  their  continuously 
frivolous  character ;  and  they  become  the  source  of  destruction  to  the  temporal  and 
spiritual  well-being  of  hundreds  of  families.  The  whole  business,  worse  than  pub¬ 
lic  begging,  rests  as  a  curse  upon  the  Germans  ;  their  good  name  suffers  under  it ; 
and  a  people  who  set  the  tavern-sign  highest  in  their  national  escutcheon,  forfeit 
all  claim  to  respect.  Here  we  find  the  reason  why  so  many  German  families  cease 
to  prosper ;  why  no  earnings  are  sufficient ;  why  in  days  of  prosperity  nothing  is 
saved  up  for  other  times.  Where  no  beggars  were  found  before,  through  these 
pot-houses  beggars  must  arise.  The  benevolent  societies  of  our  cities  experience 
enough  of  the  demoralizing  effects  of  these  places  of  lowest  sensual  gratification. 
But  do  their  keepers  care  for  this  ?  And  the  German  press  is  silent  in  regard  to 
this  state  of  misery — its  tone  in  most  instances  not  being  of  a  serious  moral  charac¬ 
ter,  and  pecuniary  considerations  having  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  question.  The 
laws  of  the  land,  even,  give  this  enormous  evil  the  form  of  legality.” 
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“I  always  felt  myself  under  obligation  to  observe  that  law  which  was  given  by 
God  himself  from  Mount  Sinai,  in  these  solemn  words,  ‘  Remember  the  Sabbath- 
day,  to  keep  it  holy;’  a  command  which  was  subsequently  received  and  reenforced 
by  the  injunctions  of  the  Saviour  of  mankind.  So  far  as  propagating  opinions  in 
favor  of  the  sacred  observance  of  the  day,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  give  all  the  faculties 
of  my  soul  to  that  subject.” — John  Quincy  Adams. 

“  Where  there  is  no  Christian  Sabbath,  there  is  no  Christian  morality,  and  with¬ 
out  this,  free  governments  can  not  be  long  sustained.  As  a  civil  institution  merely. 
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VIEWS  OF  WORKING-MEN. 


the  Sabbath  is  wise  and  politic . I  should  never  doubt  the  honesty  of 

a  man  who,  from  principle,  kept  the  Sabbath  day  holy.” — Judge  McLean ,  U.  S. 
Supreme  Court. 

THE  POLICE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  SUNDAY  CRIME. 

After  the  first  edition  of  this  Document  had  been  published,  the 
Report  of  the  Metropolitan  Police  Commissioners  to  the  Legislature 
of  the  State,  was  issued.  The  following  paragraph  from  that  Report 
more  than  confirms  the  preceding  statements  (page  12)  as  to  the  pro¬ 
portionate  arrests  for  crime,  etc.,  on  the  Sundays  when  the  Liquor 
Traffic  was  partially  suppressed,  compared  with  other  periods : 

“  The  laws  of  the  State,  in  respect  to  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath,  are  openly 
violated.  Liquor  shops  and  groceries  are,  in  many  instances  opened,  and  their 
contents  vended  as  on  other  days  of  the  week.  The  Commissioners  caused  the  in¬ 
fractions  of  the  law  to  be  noted  by  the  police,  and  reported  to  the  district  attorneys 
of  the  counties  of  New- York  and  Kings.  There  have  been  so  reported  over 
twenty-six  thousand  cases,  but  none  have  been  prosecuted  to  conviction,  and  unless 
the  Legislature  shall  compel  the  observance  of  the  day  by  severer  penalties,  and 
by  summary  proceedings,  the  onerous  duty  of  reporting  its  desecration  will  be  use¬ 
less.  Aside  from  the  religious  duty  of  keeping  the  day  holy  by  abstinence  from 
secular  pursuits,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  closing  of  liquor  shops  will  lessen 
the  amount  of  crime  and  of  breaches  of  the  peace.  This  is  conclusively  shown  by 
the  small  number  of  arrests  on  the  Sundays  while  the  law  was  observed,  compared 
with  the  arrests  made  when  the  liquor  dealers  learned  they  could  violate  the  law 
with  impunity.  Public  notice  was  given  on  the  5th  July,  185*7,  that  all  infractions 
of  the  law  would  be  noted  by  the  police,  and  be  prosocuted.  The  arrests  are : 


Intox.  and  disorderly 

Miscellaneous 

conduct. 

crimes. 

Total. 

Sunday,  11  July, . 

40 

30 

70 

“  18  “  . 

40 

41 

81 

“  25  “  . 

52 

51 

103 

“In  December  following,  when  the  practice  of  selling  liquor  on  Sunday  was 

more  general,  the  arrests  were : 

Intox.  and  disorderly 

Miscellaneous 

conduct. 

crimes. 

Total. 

Sunday,  8  Dec., . 

89 

84 

173 

“  15  “  . 

92 

2*7 

119 

“  22  “  . 

99 

56 

154 

“  And  now,  when  it  is  manifest  that  the  law  will  not 

be  enforced, 

and  none  are 

deterred  from  the  apprehension  of  being  punished,  the  arrests  on 

Intox.  and  disorderly 

Miscellaneous 

Total 

conduct. 

crimes. 

Sunday,  *7  Nov., . 

91 

65 

156 

“  14  “  . 

104 

44 

148 

“  21  “  . 

120 

19 

199” 

